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Sometimes it seems that words aren’t enough to convey the magnitude of the destruction that HIV/AIDS has brought to the African continent. For many African Americans, though we know that AIDS is a problem in Africa, our distance from the continent clouds our understanding of the epidemic. For us to truly comprehend the sheer destructive force of HIV/AIDS in Africa perhaps it is better for us to see it… 

The Crisis of AIDS in Africa

A Photo Essay
Source for Statistical Data is: “Fact Sheet 2002: Sub-Saharan Africa.” UNAIDS. www.unaids.org
Figure 1

At the end of 2002, more than 29 MILLION people were living with HIV/AIDS in Africa.

Figure 2

THREE MILLION people in the world died from AIDS last year...over two million of those deaths occurred in Africa. 
Figure 3

In Africa, AIDS is now a full blown crisis. 



Every day, hundreds of children are orphaned by AIDS. 
Figure 4
Every day hundreds of mothers become childless.

In Africa, AIDS destroys entire communities. 

It reduces the number of children in school. 
Figure 5 
AIDS wipes BILLIONS OF POSSIBLE DOLLARS from the African economy.

Right now AIDS is ravishing the homeland of Blacks everywhere. 

Figure 6
As African Americans we, more than any other people, should understand the plight of our African brothers and sisters. 
Figure 7 
But more than understanding, we must actively get involved in fighting the AIDS crisis in Africa. 
Figure 8
Volunteer workers and organizations ARE making an impact on the AIDS epidemic in Africa. 
Figure 9 
In places all across the continent, young African Americans are giving back to the land that fostered them. 
The challenge is great, but the reward -- saving human life -- makes it all worthwhile. 
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